CAMELOT 
by Alan Jay Lerner

King Arthur discovers that his wife and his best friend are lovers.  He discourses on what it means to be a man and a King.

KING ARTHUR:        Proposition:  If I could choose from every woman who breathes on this earth, the face that I would most love, the smile, the touch, the voice, the heart, the laugh, the soul itself, every detail and feature to the smallest strand of hair - they would all be Jenny's.  

Proposition:  If I could choose from every man who breathes on this earth a man for my brother and a man for my son, a man for my friend, they would all be Lance.  

(His bitterness mounts.)  

Yes, I love them. I love them and they answer me with pain and torment.  Be it sin or not sin, they betray me in their hearts and that's far sin enough.  I see it in their eyes and feel it when they speak, and they must pay for it and be punished.  I shan't be wounded and not return it in kind.  I'm done with feeble hoping.  I demand a man's vengeance! 

(He moves violently, then gains control of himself.)  

Proposition:  I am a King, not a man.  And a civilized King.  Could it possibly be civilized to destroy what I love?  Could it possibly be civilized to love myself above all?  What of their pain and torment?  Did they ask for this calamity?  Can passion be selected?  Is there any doubt of their devotion... to me, or to our table?  

(He raises high his sword Excaliber)  

By God, Excaliber, I shall be a King!  This is the time of King Arthur and we reach for the stars!  This is the time of King Arthur, and violence is not strength and compassion is not weakness.  We are civilized!  

Resolved:  We shall live through this together, Excaliber: They , you and I!  And God have mercy on us all! 

(He hears guests in the next room)  

They are waiting for us at the table.  Let's not delay the celebration.  

(He walks offstage.
